
1 

 

Identity Matters Worldview Institute™ | P.O. Box 71, Sterling, KS 67579 | info@iomamerica.org 

 
 

IDENTITY MATTERS WORLDVIEW INSTITUTE 
 P.O. Box 71, Sterling, KS 67579 

IM Worldview Online Syllabus 

 4 Points Toward Certification 
  

 

Instructors: 
 

Stephen R. Phinney, D.Min 

Course: IM Spiritual Worldview 

Office: 579HQ 
Office Hours:   Wednesdays 2:00- 
4:00 Phone: 602.292.2982 

Email: info@iomamerica.org 

Student Board of Regents Representative: John Hickey, fullofhim2016@gmail.com  

 
Course Description 

 
CLW 100: IM Spiritual Worldview, also known as the Identity Matters Conference, is a comprehensive 
course designed to enhance student success and retention as well as help you release a greater 
success in embracing the 12 Transformational Truths in the believer’s identity in Christ. In this course, 
you will learn many Biblical strategies for releasing Christ-in-you through an academic, professional, 
and personal learning track in your walk - in & through Christ. We will use guided fill-in-the-blank 
writings to explore these strategies, and as a bonus, you will learn to express Christ from within each 
aspect of your studies. In addition, we will explore your skills, imparted spiritual gifts and interests using 
creative inventories to guide your choices along the way. The most important part of this course, 
however, is learning more about empowering yourself through Christ in you - learning who you are in 
Christ as student, learning who you are as a born-again believer, and learning what it takes for you to 
implement all aspects of life by the Life of Jesus. You may never again have an opportunity quite like 
this one to discover how to pin-point the 12 Transformational elements of a fulfilled life. I urge you to 
make the most of this extraordinary opportunity. 

 
Learning Objectives: In this course you will learn how to… 

 
1. Accept personal responsibility. You will learn how to take greater personal responsibility, gaining 

practical application of Christ’s outcome and experiences that He forms in your life. 

2. Increase Christ -‐motivation. You will learn to release a greater inner motivation by, among other 
things, discovering your own personal identity in Christ – implementing His goals and actions. 

3. Improve personal self-management. You will learn numerous strategies in discovering the 
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difference between “self-life” vs. Christ-as-Life management, by way of allowing Him to take control 
of your time and energy, allowing you to move more effectively and efficiently toward the 
accomplishment of His goals and purpose(s) of your life. 

4. Develop Christ-dependence. You will learn how to develop mutually supportive relationships with 
other members of the Body of Christ who will help you achieve your goals in embracing the 
identifying Truths of Christ-in-you. 

5. Increase self-life ‐awareness. You will learn how to understand and yield your self-life patterns of 
behavior, thought, and emotion as well as your un-Biblical beliefs.  

6. Maximize your learning. You will learn key Truths on how the release of Christ-in-you can be a life-
style.   You will be given opportunities to apply the knowledge of the Holy in your own learning 
pattern, or interpersonal learning methodologies, giving you the keys to living out the indwelling Life 
of Christ in day-to-day learning & living.  This all results in being an effective student in all content in 
the IM Worldview Institute has to offer.  Forming you into lifelong student of the Word. 

7. Releasing the mind of Christ. You will learn what it means to effectively release the mind of Christ 
from within – forming strategies for managing your spiritual life, decreasing stress while increasing 
your inner life in Christ. 

8. 12-Transformational Principles of Life. You will learn the key victory-points of the 12-

Transformational Principles of life - Godship (man playing God), Rejection, External/Internal, Problems, 

My Flesh, Repentance, Identity Matters, Accepting Your Righteousness, Extending Forgiveness, 

Seeking Forgiveness, Rest, Abide, & Walk, and Love Life.   

9. Study more effectively. You will learn how to improve your study skills through the extensive writing 
& fill-in-the-blank practice offered by your guided workbook entries. 

10. Improve critical Christ-thinking skills. You will learn how to enhance the existing Christ-thinking 
skills essential for analyzing and solving problems in your day to day life.  You will also develop 
reasoning skills used by Christ Himself.   

Required Text (available at the Exchanged Life Bookstore) 

 
Phinney, Stephen D.Min (2017). On course: Identity Matters, Advancing the Life From Within. IM Edition. 
Exchanging Life Publishers: Sterling, KS. Available at the EL Bookstore. 
 
Rules for Success (Student Responsibilities) 

 
This course has four important rules. If you choose to follow these rules, your odds of learning the 
material and earning an excellent status in this class will improve greatly (these rules will also help 
you succeed in your other classes). 

 

1. Show up! To succeed in this course, you must choose to attend every online, or offline, scheduled 
class period in its entirety. If you must miss class, it is your responsibility to get caught up before signing 
into the next module within this course. Even though most of the courses within the IM Worldview 
Institute are self-governed, we encourage you to keep to the suggested timeline. 

 

2. Do the work! To succeed in this class, you must choose to be responsible in preparing for each 
class session and on all your assignments.   

 

3. Participate actively! To succeed in this class, you must choose to stay focused and involved in all 
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course requirements, offering your comments, questions, and answers when quizzed or asked by way 
of the material. Active discussions are expected if the professor opens a chat-dialog for the students. 

 
Electronic Devices: Turn off your cell phone and all electronic devices and put them away before 
you begin your studies for this class.  Digital distractions are the most common reason for student 
interruptions within their learning path – texting while studying being the worst. 

 
Respect: You will be exposed to a variety of beliefs & viewpoints, personal values and opinions in 
professor approved chat-rooms, which will differ from your own. All IM students in this class should 
feel comfortable expressing their viewpoints, questions and concerns in class.  Keep in mind, 
learning is about challenging existing beliefs for advancing the renewal of mind. You are an 
important part of cementing an atmosphere that makes this possible. This applies to your 
instructor(s) also! 

 

4. Be Honest! Your instructors and fellow students expect you to choose to act with integrity in all 
your classes, including this one. Seventy-six percent of students tell their instructors what they want 
to hear vs. what they should hear.  Pride is at the root of this modality.  If you want to maximize your 
learning track, say it as you think it! 
 
Instructor Responsibilities 

 
You can expect your instructors to: 

 

• If the course is on-campus, instructors must attend every class period and arrive to class on time. 
If the professor is not present for some reason, WAIT. Someone will be there to take roll and 
provide instruction. There is no “10-minute rule” in the IM Worldview system of learning 

• Whether attending online, or off, each instructor prays before implementing the class 

• Be respectful of each student’s method of learning and communicating  

• All IM instructors are expected to be respectful of student input 

• Answer any appropriate questions students may have 

• Use a variety of teaching techniques and modalities to accommodate different learning styles 

• Return written assignments in class and online in a timely fashion and provide helpful feedback 

• Be present during instructor/student scheduled online/offline meetings 

• For on-campus learning tracks, your instructor will minimize disruptions and distractions in the 

classroom so that everyone has the best possible opportunity to lea 

 
Course Assignments 

 

1. All assignments must be turned in on the due date. Late assignments will not be accepted. 

2. All  written  assignments  should  be  typed,  double-‐spaced,  using  12-‐point  font.   No  
hand-‐ written assignments will be accepted. 

3. For online students, all assignments need to be in Word doc or PDF format – attached as a 

separate file in e-communications.  

 
  

Scoring and Course Assessment 

 

Class Participation (online/offline) 

 

150 

IM Quizzes  100 

Workbook Fill-In-The-Blanks 100 
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Student Inventory 50 

Chapter Summary Essays (11.5 pts/each) 150 

Pop Assignments  50 

Final Essay Paper  100 
Total Possible Points     700 

 

 

Excellent Status 600-700 

Somewhat Excellent 400-550 

Minimal Effort 200-350 

Suggested Course Re-due Under 200 

 
 

Certification 

 
All IM students with a score between 400-700 will receive the Identity Matters Conference Certificate of 
completion. 
 

Instructor Statement 

 

Identity Matters is an experiential embrace, and an understanding, of the believer’s identification with Christ 
in His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension - in daily living.  This is what we call the Exchanged Life.  
When an individual has a born-again experience by faith, it means the Life of Christ comes and indwells the 
believer through the person-hood of the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of Christ Jesus).  The reality of this 
transformation allows for a true exchange of our old nature, or Adamic history, for that of the Nature of God 
through Christ.  In knowing this, we become partakers of all that is true about Christ.   Now the believer is 
able to appropriate their true identity in Christ and begin to live out the righteousness of Christ.  (Galatians 
2:20) 
  
 
 


