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Dear IOM Friends & Family, 

 

It is through much grief & sorrow that I bring you this news! 
 

As many of you know, Dr. John Woodward (including his family) is one of my closest 

friends in & out of ministry. This morning I woke up to this horrific news. The following 

note is from John. 

It is difficult for us to inform you that yesterday morning our precious daughter, Sarah, 

went to be with the Lord. While Linda and I were at work, and Linda’s parents at a 

doctor’s appointment, Sarah called 911 at 10:00am. She reported difficulty breathing. 

We’re told that EMT arrived about 10 minutes later. They worked on her at the house 

and took her by ambulance to LeConte hospital, but died prior to arrival at the 

emergency room. 

I was visited at Grace Fellowship by the sheriff who, with two associates, informed me 

of the tragic news. I went to the hospital to get more information, then met Linda at her 

work. The rest of the day was spent at home dealing with shock, grief, consolation and 

the process of notifying family and friends. 

Sarah lived with us for the past six years and had chronic pain and other health issues. 

Although we don’t have a report yet, our best guess is that the cause of death was a 

pulmonary embolism. Sarah was 32, our 3rd of 5 children. We are greatly consoled that 

she knew and loved the Lord, and is safely in His presence, free from pain. 

I have been told that losing a child is one of the worst kinds of pain any parent could 

suffer. Please consider praying for he and his family.  

 

Send encouragements to: drphinney@iomamerica.org and we will forward them to Dr. 

Woodward and his family. 

Through Much Grief, 

- Steve 
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